This research presented analysing the students' ability to use gerund and present participle at English Education Department of Sorong Muhammadiyah University and the factors affecting the students' ability to use gerund and present participle. This research used descriptive method with the test and questionnaire instruments. The test consisted of 30 items and the questionnaire consisted of 23 items. The population of the research was the students of English Education Department of Sorong Muhammadiyah University in academic year 2011/2012 that consistent of 423 students. The sample of this research consisted of 43 students taken by applying purposive sampling technique.
INTRODUCTION
The field of grammar in learning English is wide enough, so we must classify the grammar into some topics to facilitate the English students in mastering it. One topic in grammar will relate to each other. So we must give attention to all topic in grammar although it seen simple. One of the familiar topics to the learner as well as the English teachers is the use of gerund and present participle.
Gerund
Grammarians define gerund as "-ing form used as noun". As Betty (199: 150) stated that a gerund is the -ing form of a verb used as a noun. A gerund is used in the same way as a noun, as a subject or as an object. In the same way, in Cambridge ESOL Examinations, gerund defines as a form of a verb functioning as a noun, which ends ining, e.g. I hate shopping. Thompson and Martinet (1986: 228) stated that the gerund and present participle have the same form, ending -ing form. A present participle as a word has the function both of verb and adjective, and always ends in -ing form. Furthermore, Thompson and Martinet (1986: 239) explain that the present participle is formed by the infinitive + ing, e.g. working, loving. As Dykes (2007: 116) stated that the present participle is formed by adding -ing to the base verb form. For Turton, present participle is the -ing form of a verb.
Present Participle
The discussion of the use of gerund and present participle becomes important because it is basic of building an integrative comprehension concerning grammar. Many Indonesian students faced problem in the differentiating between gerund and present participle because gerund and present participle have the same form, as Thompson and Martinet (1986: 228) stated that the gerund and present participle have the same form, ending -ing form. The problem appears not only because gerund and present participle have the same form but also it is caused by their differences in function. In learning English, there are various factors that affect the learning ability of the students. The factors that affect the learning ability of the students are also important to know because some of these factors will affect the ability of the students positively and the other factors affect the students in a negative way. The importance of these factors is that the positive factors have to be reinforced and the negative factors have to be removed for the students so that the students can increase their learning ability.
Based on the explanation previous, the writer formulated research questions as follows: (1) How is the students' ability to use the gerund and present participle? (2) What factors affect the students' ability to use the gerund and present participle? 
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

Population and Sample
The population of this research was the students of English Department of training and education faculty of Muhammadiyah University Sorong year 2011-2012 that consists of 423 students. The population in this research was 423 students; the number of sampling who the writer took was 10% from the population. So, the sample of this research was 43 students. The sample was taken by using purposive sampling.
Research Instrument
a. Test
In collecting data from the students about their ability, the researcher used the Table 3 The rate percentage of the students' score obtained through the test Based on the data gained through the test, it was found that the level of ability of the fourth semester of English department of University of Muhammadiyah Sorong was poor. It was proved by the result of the data analysis through the test in which there were 3 (7 %) out of 43 students got very poor score, 19 (44.2%) students got poor score, 20 (46.5%) students got fairly score, and 1 (2.3%) students got good score. While none of them got very good score. Furthermore, it was found that the mean score of the students was 5.41 which is classified poor score. It means the ability of fourth semester students of English department of Sorong Muhammadiyah University in using gerund and present participle is poor.
The findings of the data analysis collected through the questionnaire
The questionnaire distributed to 43students consisted of 23 items. The data are presented in the form of descriptive statistic. Table 7 illustrates that, among distributed items, 7 items represent the kinds of environment factor which affect the students ability. Those characteristic are such as:
a. The students asked the other if he/she is not understand about gerund and present participle.
b. The students asked the lecture if he/she is not understood about gerund and present participle.
c. The students asked the lecture to repeat the explanation about gerund and present participle if the student still not understood about them.
d. The students made reference to Grammar book if the students do not understand about gerund and present participle. f. The students interested to the teacher's explanation if the lecture divided the students to some groups then the student present the material. Table 8 indicates that, among distributed items, 7 items represent the kinds of teachers' tasking factor which affect the students' ability. Those characteristic were such as:
a. The problem in learning gerund and present participle because the lack of the English book.
b. The problem in learning gerund and present participle because the lack of learning facilities.
c. The problem in learning gerund and present participle because the lack ability of students' memorizing.
d. The students did the task of gerund and present participle individually.
e. The students asked to their friends when he/she does the task about gerund and present participle.
f. The students practiced about gerund and present participle out class. g. The students applied grammar aspect specially gerund and present participle in their writing.
Discussion
The Discussion of the Findings through the Test
Based on the data gained through the test, there were 3 out of 43 students got very poor score, 19 students got poor score, 20 students got fairly score, and 1 student got good score. While none of them got very good score. Furthermore, it was found that the mean score of the students was 5.41. It means the ability of fourth semester students of English department of Sorong Muhammadiyah University in using gerund and present participle is poor.
The result of section B test, the researcher could conclude that many students not only confuse at verb form after preposition but they were still confused at appropriate preposition after some verb.
The Discussion on the Findings through the Questionnaire
From analyzing the data of questionnaire, the researcher found that the most students were very interested in learning grammar especially gerund and present participle. This was one of individual factors that affect the students' ability. This was in line with Helme and Clarke (2001) stating that students need to have both the will (motivation) and the skill (capability) to be successful learners. But the other hand, the high motivation from the students is not followed by the frequency of learning gerund and present participle. For the students, the frequency of learning gerund and present participle was not enough.
From the findings, students stated that the material of gerund and present participle was difficult to understand. It was supported by the result of data analysis in which of 43 students, the students answered through of gerund and present participle that the students were difficult to differ between gerund and present participle because of the same form of them and the students did not master the function of sentences. This was line with Nurhana's research (2009) at the Third Year Level of MA Perguruan Islam Syekh Yusuf Sungguminasa Gowa that tha factor faced by students in learning gerund and present participle is because the students did not mastery the function of the gerund and present participle.
About the learning model, the students would make reference to the grammar book if they do not understand about gerund and present participle. The students were interested if the lecture explained gerund and present participle directly. The students were also interested if the lecture divided the students to some group then the students present the material. It seems they feel more comfortable, productive, and relaxed by working in other ways, example in pairs, or in groups. This search contrast with Reid (1987) indicated that the most group showed a negative presence for learning. But on the other hand, the research showed that the students also interested in learning individually.
For the students, the lack of grammar books and learning facilities was not the problem in learning gerund and present participle, but the main problem in learning gerund and present participle for the students was caused the lack the their ability of memorizing. This research contrast with Nurhana's research (2009) that found that the students faced difficulties in differentiating gerund and present participle it was caused the students lack of English Book.
As a result from the questionnaire, the students more comfortable if they do task of gerund and present participle individually and part of them would ask to their friend when they do the task if they found the difficulties in their task.
The data also showed that the most of students practiced about gerund and present participle out class and apply this grammar aspect in their writing. But this fact could not help the student to get the high score in gerund and present participle tests. Their habits did not influence to their ability. This fact needed the more research from the other research to know what causal factor of this fact.
The last, researcher can conclude that the most influence factor to the students' ability is the individually factors that the students still difficult in differentiating gerund and present participle because the same form of them and the students did not know about the use of gerund and present participle. And the other was caused by the lack ability of memorizing of the students. 
CONCLUSSION
Based on the findings and discussion of the previous chapter, the study has come out with some conclusions, they are:
1. The students' ability of English Department of Sorong Muhammadiyah University was poor. It was provided by the result of the test in which the mean score of the students was 5.41. It fallen in to poor classification.
2. The factors affected the students' ability to use gerund and present participle, they were: the students found the difficulties in differentiating gerund and present participle, the students still difficult in differentiating gerund and present participle because the same form of them, the students did not know about the use of gerund and present participle and the students lack ability of memorizing.
